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Indoor Ag-Con in Vegas
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Welcome!

Welcome to the first installment of the Hort Calendar newsletter, your twice-monthly dispatch on trade shows, 
association meetings, and other industry events that you won’t want to miss. This is a companion piece to our 
popular HortCalendar.com webpage, but now it's even easier for you to get all the information at your fingertips. So 
tune in to be up to speed on what’s going on in the industry.

I’m Allison Westbrook, a member of the GrowerTalks team, and have loved plants my whole life (my first job was 
at a flower shop!). Since then, my path has taken me to Purdue University for a degree in horticulture and to 
various jobs in the industry before coming to Ball Publishing, where my plant-nerdiness and love of writing join. I 
also love to travel, so be sure that I will have dispatches for you from various shows and events, as well as info 
from our other great editors on their travels. But enough about me. Here’s a sample of upcoming industry events. 
And remember: For all your event-planning needs, whether next week or next year, look to www.hortcalendar.com!



Go Green at ProGreen
ProGreen Expo
February 13-16
Colorado Convention Center—Denver, Colorado
 
Each year, over 6,500 green industry professionals gather in Denver, Colorado, for four days of educational 
sessions. Over 400 exhibiting companies highlight the latest technology, products and services in the industry. 
Educational sessions include topics such as Woody Plant ID, Irrigation Fundamentals and Advanced Irrigation (in 
English and Spanish), Stormwater Management, and OSHA compliance. There is also the opportunity to get 
continuing education credits for Commercial Pesticide Applicator Licensure and Certified Arborists programs.

For more information, go to www.progreenexpo.com or contact progreen@kinsleymeetings.com. 

Perennially Inspired
Mid-Atlantic Regional Perennial Plant Symposium—“Perennially Inspired”
February 24
The Conference Center at Sheppard Pratt—Baltimore, Maryland
 
PPA and The Horticultural Society of Maryland present Perennially Inspired, a day-long seminar all about 
gardening with perennials. Five horticultural experts will share their insight and knowledge.

Presenters include:

• James Brown, Owner/Operator, New Moon Nursery
• Rebecca McMackin, Director of Horticulture, Brooklyn Bridge Park
• Tim Tilghman, Head Gardener, Untermyer Gardens Conservancy
• Melanie Ruckle, Owner, Putnam Hill Nursery
• Kelly Norris, Director of Horticulture, Greater Des Moines Botanical Garden

Proven Winners Landscape Roadshow
March 1
Cheekwood Estate and Gardens—Nashville, Tennessee
 
Join Proven Winners at this program for landscape professionals, where you will learn all there is to know about 
the newest PW plant introductions.
 
While you are in Nashville, why not check out the Country Music Hall of Fame? Even if you aren’t a country music 
fan per se, there’s a ton to see for any music lover. In the times I’ve been there, I’ve seen Elvis’s car, Patsy Cline’s 
dresses, and a whole lot of Johnny Cash memorabilia (and there’s also a whole separate Johnny Cash museum 
nearby)! Also be sure to try some of that Nashville hot chicken—I’ve never been brave enough to try it on my 
Midwestern taste buds. 

More information HERE. 

National Floriculture Forum (NFF)



March 2-4 
Lakeside Inn—Mt Dora, Florida
 
The National Floriculture Forum (NFF) is an annual educational meeting for greenhouse growers, industry leaders, 
university faculty, graduate students and government scientists from academic institutions, governmental 
agencies and the greenhouse industry. Visits include three growing operations, one in an America in Bloom award
-winning city, a botanical garden, and an optional visit to the Epcot International Flower and Garden Festival.

For more information, go to www.endowment.org/nff.

Chicago Flower & Garden Show
March 14-18 
Navy Pier—Chicago, Illinois
 
Come to my neck of the woods and visit the Chicago Flower and Garden Show. They have tons of seminars, 
gardening ideas and inspiration, a garden market, and even kid’s activities.

Here are two programs that stuck out as interesting; after all, who wouldn’t want to be a caterpillar mom?

Monarch Stuff and How to Be a Caterpillar Mom
March 14, 11:30 AM

This seminar put on by Kay MacNeil and Garden Clubs of Illinois will teach you all about how to help the Monarch 
butterflies in our own backyard; what plants to buy, what Monarchs look like in various stages, and what you can 
do to increase their numbers. This is especially helpful for garden centers, who can use this information to craft 
displays and provide inspiration for their pollinator-conscious customers.

What’s Important and How To Find It
March 16, 11:30 AM

These days, it can be hard to know if the information you are finding is accurate and unbiased, especially 
information found on the Internet. For gardeners to be successful, they need the right information at their 
fingertips. Mike Nowak and Peggy Malecki, who host a radio show on 1590AM WCGO, are experts at finding 
information and getting it to the gardening public. They’ll show you their tips and reliable sources for your own 
research, and they’ll even take audience questions and track down the answers during their live demonstration.

For more information, visit http://chicagoflower.com/.

Viva Las Vegas
Indoor Ag-Con 
May 2-3
Las Vegas Convention Center—Las Vegas, Nevada
 
For all of you indoor growers out there, Indoor Ag-Con in Las Vegas, Nevada, is a great place to check out new 
technology and trends. More than 70 exhibitors are expected, and two conference stages are planned. They will 
be covering topics related to produce, legal cannabis, insects, algae, and non-food crops. The keynote this year 
will be “What Changes will Indoor Agriculture See Thanks to Mega-Corp Participation?”

Last year, our own Jen Zurko attended and here’s what she had to say about it:  

Indoor Ag Con isn’t the largest of the hydroponics and cannabis trade shows, but it’s very focused—especially on 



education and seminars, which fill both days of the show. The trade show part is small, but all of the booths are 
concentrated toward hydroponic, vegetable/greens and cannabis growers. We’ve only been to the one in Las 
Vegas and heard from a few colleagues that the Vegas location is the largest of the shows in North America. 
There are also other Indoor Ag Con shows overseas, with the last one recently held in Singapore.  

Also, who could turn down a trip to Vegas? Elton John, Cher, and The Beatles LOVE Cirque de Soleil are all 
scheduled that month, what better time to take in a show? After all, Elton John is officially on his retirement tour 
(for the next three years).

For more information, visit https://indoor.ag/.

Five Reasons to Visit Longwood Gardens
Longwood Gardens – 2018 Calendar of Events
Kennett Square, Pennsylvania

Here are five great reasons to visit Longwood Gardens in 2018:

Orchid Extravaganza: January 20–March 25.

Orchids bloom throughout Longwood’s four acres of indoor gardens. Their award-winning orchid curtain towers 17 
ft. high with 350 Phalaenopsis Kaleidoscope orchids in bloom. Also in March will be a new program, a Winter 
Blues Festival, combining blues performances with a display of blue-colored flowers and foliage. In addition to 
Himalayan blue poppies, guests will see hydrangeas, cineraria, scilla, pansy, delphinium and more. Considering 
how rare the color blue is in the horticulture arena, Longwood’s team must’ve had to look far and wide for such an 
assortment!

Spring Blooms: March 31–May 6

Enjoy Longwood’s 1,083 acres with their outdoor spring bulb display, with more than 250,000 blooming tulips in 
their Flower Garden Walk and Idea Garden. Flowering trees, shrubs, and other burgeoning blooms are on display 
throughout the landscape.

Festival of Fountains: May 7–September 30.

Longwood’s celebration of the Main Fountain Garden, which returned in 2017 after a $90 million revitalization, 
continues fountain performances daily and has extended hours for illuminated fountain performances on Thursday, 
Friday, and Saturday evenings. The gardens have a new, refreshed design, and the waterlily display has aquatic 
plants from all over the world.

In addition, the popular Fireworks & Fountains program returns with six new shows: May 26, July 1, July 21, 
August 11, September 1, and September 29. General admission tickets for Festival of Fountains and Fireworks 
and Fountains shows go on sale April 9.

Autumn’s Colors: October 4–November 18.

Celebrate Fall at Longwood’s gardens with pumpkins and thousands of chrysanthemums indoors and out. The 
Chrysanthemum Festival (October 25 to November 18) spotlights Longwood’s horticulture expertise as 
chrysanthemums are crafted and grown into extraordinary shapes, some taking as long as 18 months to 
complete. The highlight of the display is the Thousand Bloom Chrysanthemum, a single chrysanthemum that 
features more than 1,400 uniform blooms on a single plant.             

A Longwood Christmas: November 22, 2018–January 6, 2019.

While it seems like Christmas just happened, it’s not too early to put this on your calendar. Thousands of 
poinsettias, Christmas trees, and flowers transform the Conservatory into holiday wonderland. More than 500,000 
decorative lights are hung in the trees outdoors and colorful fountain displays are set to music. Evening choral 
concerts, strolling carolers, and organ sing-alongs complete the holiday feeling.



Hope you enjoyed the first edition of HortCalendar Highlights! Questions, comments, or have an event you'd like 
me to feature? Drop me a line at awestbrook@ballpublishing.com.

Allison Westbrook 

This e-mail received by 35,138 readers! 

If you're interested in advertising on HortCalendar Highlights contact Kim Brown ASAP!

 


